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desirable for native politicians to labour in the public
interests.
*               #               #               #
.  .. there were no more thoroughly loyal and consistent
well-wishers of the British Government than were him-
self and the friends around him.  'In meeting to discuss,
in an orderly and peaceable manner, questions of vital
importance affecting their well-being, they were follow-
ing  the   only   course  by   which  the   constitution  of
England enabled them to represent their views to the
ruling   authority.    Much   had   been   done   by   Great
Gratitude     Britain for the benefit of India, and the whole country
was truly grateful to her for it.   She had given them
order, she had given them railways, and above all, she
had given them the inestimable blessing of Western
education.   But a great deal still remained to be done.
The more progress the people made in education and
material prosperity, the greater would be the insight
into political -fnatters and the keener their desire for
political advancement.   He thought that their desire to
Demand      be governed according to the ideas of government pre-
for political Valent in Europe was in no way incompatible with
notlncom-   ^^ thorough loyalty to the British Government.   All
patibiewith that they desired was that the basis of the government
loyalty        should be widened  and that the people should have
their proper and legitimate share in it.   The discus-
sions that would take place in this Congress would, he
believed, be as advantageous to the ruling authorities
as, he was sure, it would be to the people at large.
14.   INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS ON
THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCILS.
[On December 24, 1884, an address drafted by Mr. (later
Sir) Surendra Nath Banerjee1 was presented to Lord Durferin,
by the Indian Association, in which it was stated: "..___the
reconstitution of the Provincial Legislative Councils is one of
those reforms which public opinion sterns to demand with*
increasing urgency......the Provincial Legislative Assemblies,
as at present constituted, without the right of interpellation ot
any share in financial management, with their official majorities,
1 See S^, N. Banerjee, A Nation in Making, p. 89.